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THE Malaysian Investor Relations
Association (MIRA) has introduced
the Certificate in Investors Rela-
tions of IR Society UK (CIR UK) as a
benchmark for investor relations
professionals in Malaysia.

As this is the first investor re-
lations (IR) accreditation for in-
dustry professionals in Southeast
Asia, MIRA has automatically be-
come the first examination centre
of CIR in the region.

MIRA chairman Datuk Justin
Leong said the certification will
help to establish a strong found-
ation for public listed companies in
Malaysia.

"As the Malaysian capital mar-
ket continues to develop, the roles
of IR practitioners are becoming
more significant. We hope to pro-
duce more professionals who will

help demonstrate high competen-
cies in IR -to service our capital
market," he said at the launch in
Kuala Lumpur yesterday.

Leong said the contribution of
the IR officer to improving the fair
valuation of companies would in-
crease over the next few years.

"The IR officer will be the key
factor linking the demand for cap-
ital by companies on the one hand,
and the availability of capital from
investors on the other," he said.

Up to 25 candidates have
already signed up for the first
batch that will sit for their ex-
amination in August this year.

Bursa Malaysia Bhd chief ex-
ecutive officer Datuk Yusli Mo-
hamed Yusoff said he strongly en-
courages all listed companies to
enroll their IR officers in the cer-

tification learn and benchmark
themselves against international
standards of IR best practices.

Bursa Malaysia together with
the Capital Markets Development
Fund (CMDF), established MIRA
with the task of evaluating the
understanding and practice of in-
vestors relations as a key discip-
line in business strategy and com-
munications.

Deputy Finance Minister I Datuk
Wira Chor Chee Heung said the
role of IR officers is critical and
integral to the country's growth.

He said with greater investor
attention, companies have no
choice but to pay attention to in-
vestors relations to wrestle a sub-
stantial share of investment
funds.

(From left) Leong, Securities Commission managing director Datuk Ranjit Ajit Singh, Yusli and Chor at the launch in Kuala
Lumpur yesterday.
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